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WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS



RESOLUTION 
	SHORT TITLE: WACD supports of the use of food-grade biochar as an additive to livestock feed to reduce methane production and greenhouse gas emissions and to improve soil and animal health.


	SPONSOR CD: San Juan Islands Conservation District


	AREA: NW  (SW  (NC  (SC  (NE  (SE


	RESOLUTION TYPE:

( Policy
ý Position Statement
( Recognition

( Study


	RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies):
ý WACD

ý WSCC

( OTHER STATE AGENCY 

_________________________

( NRCS

( NACD

( NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER 
_________________________


	BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: Small amounts of biochar have been added to livestock feed in Europe and elsewhere in the world for many years to improve animal health, improve the quality of meat products from the animals, improve soil health from the carbon added by their waste, improve air quality by reducing methane, and combat climate change by the reduction of a greenhouse gas. Use of biochar in livestock feed is widely practiced and regulated successfully around the world.

The use of biochar as a feed additive for animals that enter the human food chain was removed from the Food & Drug Administration list of approved additives in the United States roughly a decade ago, but at least one State has approved of its use for livestock - the California Department of Food & Agriculture allows the use of biochar (called charcoal in their regulations) in livestock feed (Draper 2020). 
In Washington State, there is not currently a statutory allowance of biochar in commercial livestock feed. The resolution would work to amend RCW 15.53.9013 and/or other relevant RCWs to allow food grade biochar to be added to commercially available livestock feed.  The policy justification is to protect animal health, to improve quality of meat products, to add carbon to the waste that enters the soil profile, and to reduce methane emissions from livestock.
Supporting Documents: 

· Senate Bill Report HJM 4014 –Supporting the continued research, development, production, and application of biochar from our forests and agricultural lands: https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/Senate/4014%20SBA%20AWNP%2018.pdf?q=20210217161403
· The Potential for Biochar to Enhance Sustainability in the Dairy Industry (pp 4-5) - https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/c/8159/files/2020/09/Dairy-Manure-Biochar-Synthesis-Report_Innovation-Center_2020.pdf 


	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: WACD supports the amendment of RCW 15.53.9013 and/or other relevant RCWs to allow regulated amounts and types of food quality biochar to be added to commercial livestock feed.


	TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply):

( Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO substantive change(s) to the existing policy.

ý Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box.

( New policy.


	IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY?

( NO
ý YES (briefly explain): This would add to the work of the WACD lobbyists.
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