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RESOLUTION 2025 - 03
	[bookmark: _Hlk143087370]RESOLUTION TITLE: Support ENABLE Conservation Act



	SPONSORING CDs (or entities): Foster Creek Conservation District



	AREA:  Northwest   Southwest   North Central   South Central   Northeast   Southeast



	RESOLUTION TYPE:
 Policy (setting a new or amended internal policy directive)
 Position Statement (declaring an official WACD position)
 Recognition (recognizing an entity for notable contributions)
 Study (identifying research or investigation deemed necessary by WACD members)



	RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies):
 WACD
 WSCC
 OTHER STATE AGENCY 		_________________________
 NRCS
 NACD (See Page 2)
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER 	_________________________



	TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply):
 Technical change. (Changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes no substantive change(s) to existing policy.
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box.
 New policy.


	BACKGROUND DESCRIBING THE ISSUE/PROBLEM STATEMENT:  
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) has always been an integral program that helps support producers as they voluntarily approach stewardship practices that in turn support habitat. Often, some of the best and most critical habitats that sustain native species are privately owned, dedicating these as high priority areas that fall within State Acres for wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative. In Douglas County, more than half of Washington’s sage-grouse and Sharp-tailed grouse are found within priority habitat on private lands and programs such as CRP and SAFE help support producers and landowners who manage these priority areas. 

Over time, these programs have become increasingly more difficult to participate in due to county caps and programmatic structure. As of late, several contracts have ended, leaving producers struggling to get re-enrolled into the program, spurring hard decisions by producers to ensure their agricultural viability, but to the detriment of this habitat. ENACT Conservation Act helps amplify these issues and calls for change in policy within the Food Security Act of 1985 that would allow for this program to be more flexible and be above the set cap of 25%.

This bill has been introduced before in the 118th legislative season H.R.2975,
and is again in the 119th legislative season H.R. 5365 and will continue to be introduced until action is taken to better support voluntary conservation through Food Security Act of 1985. H.R 5365 ENABLE Conservation Act would benefit farmers and eliminate barriers to accessing CRP by:
· Simplifying the waiver process to allow counties to enroll land beyond the 25% cap if the associated project meets the county and USDA’s shared goals.
· Allowing for the continuous enrollment of land under the SAFE initiative.




	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:  
We request that WACD and NACD support SAFE Acres that are not subject to the County and National CRP cap in any ongoing legislation dealing with the Food Security Act of 1985.





	IS THERE A WACD FINANCIAL IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? (Funding required, staff time, etc.) 
 NO
 YES (briefly explain to the best of your ability):






(Please complete the sections below if the proposed resolution is to be considered by NACD.)

	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:  
If this resolution is adopted by NACD and included in the NACD Policy book it must clearly and concisely, using active verbs, state the specific action(s) expected of NACD; must be based on fact, avoiding opinions and beliefs; the statement should make sense even without the background.  (THIS IS GENERALLY NOT WHERE A “WHEREAS” STATEMENT WOULD GO)






	SPONSOR(S) ACTIONS TO DATE: (What has been done to address the issue; which agencies and organizations have addressed it also.)





	IMPACT ON EXISTING NACD POLICY (if any): (Review NACD Policy Book for existing policies covering this issue.)






	IF APPROPRIATE, POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT ON NACD’s OR A FEDERAL AGENCY BUDGET:
(E.g., travel, training, equipment, etc.)





	MEETING AND DATE ADOPTED BY SPONSORING ENTITY: (E.g., WACD annual meeting date)





	AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE(S) AND TITLE(S): (Type name and Title)

WACD National Director (NACD board member)
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