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RESOLUTION 2025-01
	[bookmark: _Hlk143087370]RESOLUTION TITLE:  Protecting Agriculture



	SPONSORING CDs (or entities):  Ferry Conservation District



	AREA:  Northwest   Southwest   North Central   South Central  xx Northeast   Southeast



	RESOLUTION TYPE:
 Policy (setting a new or amended internal policy directive)
xx Position Statement (declaring an official WACD position)
 Recognition (recognizing an entity for notable contributions)
 Study (identifying research or investigation deemed necessary by WACD members)



	RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies):
xx WACD
 WSCC
 OTHER STATE AGENCY 		_________________________
 NRCS
 NACD (See Page 2)
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER 	_________________________



	TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply):
 Technical change. (Changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes no substantive change(s) to existing policy.
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box.
xx New policy.


	BACKGROUND DESCRIBING THE ISSUE/PROBLEM STATEMENT: The viability of agriculture continues to be under pressure in the state. State agencies, through policy, and the legislature, through legislation, can impact agriculture through their actions. There is a need to quantify the implications for agricultural viability in relation to both agency policy and legislation. This disclosure of impacts would increase transparency and promote more informed decision-making. This resolution is based on bipartisan legislation that was proposed in the 2025 legislative session: SB 5117 – 2025-26. The title of the bill was Protecting Agriculture. The overarching goal of the bill and this resolution is to recognize the importance of agriculture for food, the economy, habitat, and communities. The information could prevent unintended consequences and provide more transparent information to the public.




	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:   WACD will actively work to introduce (or reintroduce) legislation that is the same or has the same objectives as SB 5117 – 2025-26. This would involve engaging legislators, agencies, NGOs, the public, and conservation districts to promote the benefits that this information and legislation would provide. The goal of this legislation would be to:
· Promote agriculture while protecting public health and welfare.
· Provide opportunities for farmers and ranchers to utilize agricultural land to produce agricultural products.
· Aid farmers and landowners in utilizing the land for the best combination of production, habitat, carbon sequestration, and any combination of commercial and conservation activities.
· Preserve important historical, cultural, and natural aspects of our national heritage of agriculture.
If an agency or legislation proposed action would affect agriculture, this would trigger a mandatory assessment. The assessment would be intended to assist in identifying issues and decisions that impact agriculture, thereby reducing economic harms to the agricultural economy and the communities that rely on it. The assessment would include, but not be limited to:
· The economic impact of the proposed action on the conduct of agriculture in Washington.
· Any adverse effects that cannot be avoided should the proposal be implemented.
· Any alternatives to the proposed action.
· Any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of resources that would be involved if the proposed action were implemented.




	IS THERE A WACD FINANCIAL IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? (Funding required, staff time, etc.) 
 NO
       xx YES (briefly explain to the best of your ability): This would take staff time.
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