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RESOLUTION 2025-02
	[bookmark: _Hlk143087370]RESOLUTION TITLE:  Evaluating Impacts to Agricultural Viability 



	SPONSORING CDs (or entities):  Ferry Conservation Distrct



	AREA:  Northwest   Southwest   North Central   South Central  xx Northeast   Southeast



	RESOLUTION TYPE:
 Policy (setting a new or amended internal policy directive)
xx Position Statement (declaring an official WACD position)
 Recognition (recognizing an entity for notable contributions)
xx Study (identifying research or investigation deemed necessary by WACD members)



	RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies):
xx WACD
xx WSCC
 OTHER STATE AGENCY 		_________________________
 NRCS
 NACD (See Page 2)
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER 	_________________________



	TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply):
 Technical change. (Changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes no substantive change(s) to existing policy.
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box.
xx New policy.


	BACKGROUND DESCRIBING THE ISSUE/PROBLEM STATEMENT: Agricultural viability is essential for food production, habitats, and communities. It is also declining. Washington's agricultural income recently dropped from 28th to 43rd in the US. The legislature and public are interested in better understanding what is impacting agricultural viability. The legislature provides funding to the Washington State Conservation Commission (WSCC) and other state agencies for projects related to agriculture, water quality, and conservation. None of the agencies, including the WSCC, currently evaluate the effect their funding decisions have on agricultural viability. Developing a simple scoring system to rate the impact of funded projects on agricultural viability would be valuable for the legislature, agencies, and the public.




	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:   WACD will form a committee to work with the WSCC to develop a simple, trackable metric that would rate the impact an SCC funded project would have on agricultural viability. The committee could be comprised of conservation districts, state agencies, and other entities as determined by WACD. The system could be adopted across agencies and used to evaluate legislative actions. The rating may or may not be used in deciding if a project would be funded. 



	IS THERE A WACD FINANCIAL IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? (Funding required, staff time, etc.) 
 NO
       xx YES (briefly explain to the best of your ability): This would take staff time.
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