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WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

RESOLUTION 
	[bookmark: _Hlk143087370]RESOLUTION TITLE: Fire Response through creation of Rangeland Fire Protection Associations



	SPONSORING ENTITY/IES CD(s):  



	AREA: oNW  oSW  nNC  oSC  oNE  oSE



	RESOLUTION TYPE:
n Policy
o Position Statement
o Recognition
o Study



	RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies):
o WACD
o WSCC
n OTHER STATE AGENCY 		_________________________
o NRCS
o NACD (See Page 2)
nNON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER 	BLM, DNR



	TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply):
o Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO substantive change(s) to the existing policy.
n Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box.
o New policy.


	BACKGROUND DESCRIBING THE ISSUE/PROBLEM STATEMENT:  

Washington State has roughly 19.8 million acres of Public Lands under the responsibility of various agencies. These public lands play a critical role in the working landscapes and are often rented by area producers to utilize as a source of grazing ground. Recently, these lands have been subject to devastating wildfires that are often left to burn in a controlled manner due to limited resources, jurisdiction authority, and issues with personnel authority clearance. Once fires are burned, the same issue comes into play for the management of wildfire recovery, leaving lands at risk of noxious weed pressures and degraded infrastructure such as fencing, post fire. Local area producers that rent that land as a pasture source must undergo the burden of sourcing other forage to feed herds, in addition to land loss totals anywhere from $100-$200 an acre and loss of grain lands amounting to $100-$300 an acre.
The creation of area Rangeland Fire Protection Associations can help with fire response by building local capacity to respond to wildfire emergencies in addition to other crews who may be dispatched to that area. This will also create an opportunity to develop a local training program that increases cohesiveness and effectiveness between area districts and other fire response entities at times of emergency. Lastly, this would provide access to military surplus equipment to help bolster effective response to these wildfires. These actions could lessen the impact to the working landscape and provide a better nexus of response and protection throughout rural areas. These actions could increase capacity and limit negative impact to working lands in future fires. 



	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:  
We recommend that work towards developing Rangeland Fire Protection Associations throughout rural areas where public working lands are plentiful, intersect with private operations, and fire response ability is low. In addition, county representatives and invested stakeholders along with the public agencies in charge of managing public working lands should convene to build area Memorandum of Agreement to line out duties of response, create systems for training, and explore options for providing necessary equipment to fight rural wildland fires. Work should also be done to denote who has operational authority over public lands that do not currently have an assigned land manager.




	IS THERE A WACD FINANCIAL IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? (Funding required, staff time, etc.) 
o NO
x YES (briefly explain): Staff time to coordinate, develop, and implement this program. Staff time to find funding to prepare for and support these associations. 





If the proposed resolution is to be adopted by NACD complete the sections below to the best of your ability.  If the resolution is adopted at the state level, please reach out to the NACD National Director for assistance in finalizing this form. 

	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:  
If this resolution is adopted by NACD and included in the NACD Policy book it must clearly and concisely, using active verbs, state the specific action(s) expected of NACD; must be based on fact, avoiding opinions and beliefs; the statement should make sense even without the background.  (THIS IS GENERALLY NOT WHERE A “WHEREAS” STATEMENT WOULD GO)






	SPONSOR(S) ACTIONS TO DATE: (What has been done to address the issue; which agencies and organizations have addressed it also.)





	IMPACT ON EXISTING NACD POLICY (if any): (Review NACD Policy Book for existing policies covering this issue.)




	IF APPROPRIATE, POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT ON NACD’s OR A FEDERAL AGENCY BUDGET:
(E.g., travel, training, equipment, etc.)





	MEETING AND DATE ADOPTED BY SPONSORING ENTITY: (E.g., WACD annual meeting date)





	AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE(S) AND TITLE(S): (Type name and Title)

WACD National Director (NACD board member)
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