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WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

RESOLUTION 2025-09
	[bookmark: _Hlk143087370]RESOLUTION TITLE: Conservation Commission’s Paramount Duty



	SPONSORING ENTITY/IES CD(s):  Okanogan Conservation District



	AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE



	RESOLUTION TYPE:
 Policy
 Position Statement
 Recognition
 Study



	RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies):
 WACD
 WSCC
 OTHER STATE AGENCY 		_Washington State Legislature___
 NRCS
 NACD (See Page 2)
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER 	_________________________



	TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply):
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO substantive change(s) to the existing policy.
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box.
 New policy.


	BACKGROUND DESCRIBING THE ISSUE/PROBLEM STATEMENT:  
In 1939 the Washington State Legislature passed the Soil Conservation Act which established 89.08 as the enabling legislation for conservation districts in our state.  That act also created the Washington State Conservation Commission as a state agency to “…offer such assistance as may be appropriate to the supervisors of conservation districts…”  Throughout the statute there are multiple references to the Conservation Commission supporting districts and the supervisors of said districts to coordinate, collaborate, and apply conservation programs and practices.  The statute is very specific as to the limitations of where the Conservation Commission shall require or regulate specific actions by districts.
We believe the purpose of the Conservation Commission is to be, first and foremost, in the role of supporting districts, individually and collectively, to carry out our roles as defined by 89.08 RCW, and other applicable laws and rules.  The Conservation Commission was not intended to control districts or even to direct us on our programs or how we carry them out except to advise us on what is allowed under statute.



	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:  
The WACD President, serving as an Ex-Officio voting member of the Conservation Commission, shall introduce and promote a policy change, until it is approved, that reaffirms the Commission’s paramount duty to design and manage policies and programs—at both the Commission board and staff levels—that enable conservation districts to carry out locally developed and administered programs with maximum efficiency for the districts, placing district needs above the Commission’s own operational convenience.



	IS THERE A WACD FINANCIAL IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? (Funding required, staff time, etc.) 
 NO
     YES (briefly explain): WACD staff will expend staff time working with the Washington State Legislature.  
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