[image: WACD-logo-1]
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

RESOLUTION 2025-08
	[bookmark: _Hlk143087370]RESOLUTION TITLE: Adding WADE Representative as SCC Voting Board Member



	SPONSORING ENTITY/IES CD(s):  Okanogan Conservation District



	AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE



	RESOLUTION TYPE:
 Policy
 Position Statement
 Recognition
 Study



	RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies):
 WACD
 WSCC
 OTHER STATE AGENCY 		_Washington State Legislature___
 NRCS
 NACD (See Page 2)
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER 	_________________________



	TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply):
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO substantive change(s) to the existing policy.
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box.
 New policy.


	BACKGROUND DESCRIBING THE ISSUE/PROBLEM STATEMENT:  
The Washington State Conservation Commission Board is comprised of five ex-officio members representing the Department of Ecology, Department of Agriculture, Department of Natural Resources, Washington State University, and the Washington Association of Conservation Districts.  There are also three elected members who are elected by conservation district supervisors to represent the Eastern, Central, and Western regions respectively.  Finally, there are two positions appointed by the Governor’s office.
This ten member board establishes the policies and priorities for the Washington State Conservation Commission.  The board is responsible for understanding how their actions, or in some cases non-action have impacts upon the 45 conservation districts organized under RCW 89.08.  They must be well informed and prepared to address current issue topics as well as forecast coming changes in funding and statewide priorities.  Furthermore, these members must be able to represent the core culture of voluntary natural resource stewardship as it is applied by conservation districts at the local level.
The Conservation Commission does not have a voting member who is a current employee of a Washington Conservation District.  Employees have an intimate working knowledge of how Commission policies, guidelines, and actions impact day to day operations of their districts.  Employees  have relationships with many partners, elected officials, tribal governments, and more that can be beneficial to the policy discussions under taken by the Conservation Commission.  While employees may attend Conservation Commission meetings, the weight of their message is often misjudged or easily forgotten.


	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:  
WACD shall work with the Washington State Legislature to revise RCW 89.08.030 to add a sixth ex-officio voting member representing the Washington Association of District Employees appointed by the Employee Association’s Board of Directors and shall serve a term of three years.



	IS THERE A WACD FINANCIAL IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? (Funding required, staff time, etc.) 
 NO
 YES (briefly explain): WACD staff will expend staff time working with the Washington State Legislature.  
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