

RESOLUTION 2024 -
	[bookmark: _heading=h.pkamb4t0jf0f]RESOLUTION TITLE:  Shellfish Aquaculture Practices 



	SPONSORING CDs (or entities):  Pacific CD



	AREA: X Northwest  X Southwest  □ North Central  □ South Central  □ Northeast  □ Southeast



	RESOLUTION TYPE:
X Policy (setting a new or amended internal policy directive)
□ Position Statement (declaring an official WACD position)
□ Recognition (recognizing an entity for notable contributions)
□ Study (identifying research or investigation deemed necessary by WACD members)



	RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies):
X WACD
X WSCC
□ OTHER STATE AGENCY 		_________________________
□ NRCS
□ NACD (See Page 2)
□ NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER 	_________________________



	TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply):
□ Technical change. (Changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes no substantive change(s) to existing policy.
X  Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box.
X  New policy.

	BACKGROUND DESCRIBING THE ISSUE/PROBLEM STATEMENT:  
As the nation’s lead producer of farmed clams, oysters, and geoducks, Washington State’s economy, culture, and ecosystems are directly linked to shellfish aquaculture. However, only a limited number of existing SCC- and NRCS-supported practices are applicable to aquaculture, and they largely do not address producers’ priorities. With a few exceptions, there is limited SCC, CD, and NRCS engagement with shellfish aquaculture and related issues.  In order to address this gap, Pacific, Mason, Whatcom, and San Juan Islands CDs conducted outreach to shellfish producers and technical assistance providers; analyzed results, existing practices, and programs; and made recommendations for SCC, CDs, and NRCS to better support shellfish aquaculture through specific practices, program development and adjustments, and increased staff capacity and awareness.  These recommendations and background information were communicated in the 2025 Recommendations for Supporting Shellfish Aquaculture report.
The report focused on SCC’s Sustainable Farms and Fields (SFF) program’s support for climate-smart carbon sequestration and greenhouse gas reduction practices. Recommendations also identified broader ways to support aquaculture. SCC, CDs, and NRCS are in an opportune position to develop strategic aquaculture support through development of specific practices alongside building programmatic and staff capacity.
The full report is available at  tinyurl.com/bdf2ky6z, and the Executive Summary is attached.

	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:  
WACD staff will engage with WSCC leadership and advocate for the following actions:
1. WSCC should adopt all “New recommended practices related to SFF program priorities” described in the 2025 Recommendations for Supporting Shellfish Aquaculture report as eligible practices, for funding via the Sustainable Farms and Fields program. 
2. WSCC should enact all “Key ways to support aquaculture through programs and staffing capacity” described in the 2025 Recommendations for Supporting Shellfish Aquaculture report, with attention to the “New recommended practices beyond SFF program priorities” described in the report. To do so, WSCC should dedicate staff time and provide funds to Conservation District staff for collaboration between local and state personnel. 



	IS THERE A WACD FINANCIAL IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? (Funding required, staff time, etc.) 
□ NO
X  YES (briefly explain to the best of your ability): Potential staff time and travel required to coordinate with WSCC for adoption of policy.







(Please complete the sections below if the proposed resolution is to be considered by NACD.)

	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:  
If this resolution is adopted by NACD and included in the NACD Policy book it must clearly and concisely, using active verbs, state the specific action(s) expected of NACD; must be based on fact, avoiding opinions and beliefs; the statement should make sense even without the background.  (THIS IS GENERALLY NOT WHERE A “WHEREAS” STATEMENT WOULD GO)






	SPONSOR(S) ACTIONS TO DATE: (What has been done to address the issue; which agencies and organizations have addressed it also.)





	IMPACT ON EXISTING NACD POLICY (if any): (Review NACD Policy Book for existing policies covering this issue.)






	IF APPROPRIATE, POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT ON NACD’s OR A FEDERAL AGENCY BUDGET:
(E.g., travel, training, equipment, etc.)





	MEETING AND DATE ADOPTED BY SPONSORING ENTITY: (E.g., WACD annual meeting date)





	AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE(S) AND TITLE(S): (Type name and Title)

WACD National Director (NACD board member)
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New recommended practices related to SFF program prio

Modifying existing aquaculture activities to support carbon sequestration
1. Minimize sediment disturbance '~
2. Increase in-water oyster shell volumes and shellfish production
3. Multitrophic or diversified aquaculture
4. Wild harvest

Improving carbon sequestration in the aquaculture ecosystem
5. Modify light penetration of overwater structures
6. Stewardship of seagrasses and seaweeds -
7. Coordination with other local restoration and stewardship activities

Materials management to reduce GHG consumption
8. Plastics recycling -
9. Reduction in plastics use and use of alternative packaging '~

Energy sourcing and use
10. Electrification, equipment upgrades, and reductions in fossil fuel use -~
11. Energy production and storage
12. Local market access or development

Assessment, planning, and policy for carbon sequestration and/or GHG reduction
13. Credit banking and easements for aquatic lands -
14. Carbon sequestration farm planning and assessment
15. GHG reduction farm planning and assessment + ~

New recommended practices beyond SFF program priorities

Farm planning and organizational assistance
16. Aquaculture farm planning
17. Economic, market, and policy strategy/assistance

Water quality and ecological conditions
18. Improve survivability during temperature extremes
19. Invasive/nuisance species management
20. Repair or removal of derelict structures
21. Water quality monitoring and assessment of water quality impairments
22. Water quality improvement
23. Litter removal

Equipment and methods improvements
24. Aquaculture processing infrastructure improvements
25. Alternative gear purchase
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2 SFF-related practices with stars (“ ") were prioritized by shellfish aquaculture producers.
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Executive summary:

Recommendations for Supporting Shellfish Aquaculture
Preliminary Report to the Washington State Conservation Commission’s
Sustainable Farms & Fields Program’

H\Missed connections: Conservation programs and shellfish aquaculture

The Washington State Conservation Commission (SCC) works to conserve natural resources in Washington state through
voluntary funding and technical assistance programs, in collaboration with local Conservation Districts (CDs), the USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and other partners.

As the nation’s lead producer of farmed clams, oysters, and geoducks, Washington
State’s economy, culture, and ecosystems are directly linked to shellfish aquaculture. A
limited number of existing SCC- and NRCS-supported practices are applicable to
aquaculture, though they largely do not address producers’ priorities and - with a few
exceptions - there is limited SCC, CD, and NRCS engagement with shellfish aquaculture
and related issues. In order to address this gap, Pacific, Mason, VWhatcom, and San
Juan Islands CDs conducted outreach to shellfish producers and technical assistance
providers; analyzed resulting insights, existing practices, and programs; and made
recommendations for SCC, CDs, and NRCS to better support shellfish aquaculture
through specific practices, program development and adjustments, and increased staff
capacity and awareness

The report focuses on SCC’s Sustainable Farms and Fields (SFF) program’s support for climate-smart carbon
sequestration and greenhouse gas reduction practices. Recommendations also identify broader ways to support
aquaculture. SCC, CDs, and NRCS are in an opportune position to develop strategic aquaculture support through
development of specific practices alongside building programmatic and staff capacity.

\H‘Key ways to support aquaculture through programs and staffing capacity

|

A. Adapt existing SCC or NRCS practices for aquaculture

B. Provide cost-share and grant funding opportunities for practices not currently linked to an existing SCC-
or NRCS-approved practice

C. Address discrepancies between NRCS “umbrella” practices and SCC funding availability

D. Build SCC and CDs’ aquaculture awareness and involvement, develop aquaculture-focused funding and
technical assistance programs, and influence NRCS’ aquaculture capacity

E. Assist aquaculture producers with strategic economic planning, market development, environmental
stewardship, and policy development

Support aquaculture-related outreach and education
G. Support assessments and monitoring

H. Support flexible timelines (e.g. phased implementation projects) through SCC grant programs

' Contact: Jackson Blalock, Pacific Conservation District, jblalock@pacificed.org
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