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RESOLUTION 2025-01
	[bookmark: _Hlk143087370]RESOLUTION TITLE:  Resolution to Release Full CREP Audit Results to Washington State Conservation Districts and the Washington State Conservation Commission (WSCC)  



	SPONSORING CDs (or entities):  Skagit Conservation District



	AREA:    X Northwest  o Southwest  o North Central  o South Central  o Northeast  o Southeast



	RESOLUTION TYPE:
X Policy (setting a new or amended internal policy directive)
o Position Statement (declaring an official WACD position)
o Recognition (recognizing an entity for notable contributions)
o Study (identifying research or investigation deemed necessary by WACD members)



	RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies):
X WACD
X WSCC
o OTHER STATE AGENCY 		_________________________
X NRCS
o NACD (See Page 2)
X NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER 	_________________________



	TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply):
o Technical change. (Changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes no substantive change(s) to existing policy.
X Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box.
o New policy.


	BACKGROUND DESCRIBING THE ISSUE/PROBLEM STATEMENT:  
Subject: Transparency and Data Sharing of CREP Audit Finding
The recent audit of the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) in Washington State revealed a number of programmatic and implementation issues that have led to contract modifications, replanting orders, and acreage losses. These outcomes have significant implications for conservation planning, staffing, technical workload, and landowner relations. 
To ensure transparency, accountability, and effective local program management, it is essential that all audit data be made available not only to federal agencies but also to the conservation districts and the WSCC, who are direct implementation partners and program advocates. 
Resolution Goal 
To ensure that complete and accurate CREP audit results are shared with all Washington State conservation districts and the WSCC, including data disaggregated by county and watershed, along with comprehensive statewide summaries of total acreage losses during the audit period, regardless of the cause of contract termination or modification.


	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:  
WHEREAS, the recent audit of the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) in Washington State revealed significant programmatic and implementation issues that have led to contract modifications, replanting directives, and the loss of enrolled acreage; and 
WHEREAS, these audit findings carry major implications for conservation planning, technical workload, staffing needs, and landowner relationships across Washington State; and 
WHEREAS, conservation districts and the WSCC serve as core implementation partners in the CREP program and are directly responsible for field-level technical assistance, landowner engagement, and contract compliance; and 
WHEREAS, the effectiveness of CREP implementation depends on transparency, timely communication, and access to accurate and detailed program data by those responsible for day-to-day delivery; and 
WHEREAS, the full release of CREP audit results—including detailed breakdowns by county, watershed, and conservation district—is essential to: 
· Understanding patterns of contract success and failure, 
· Supporting landowner outreach and education, 
· Informing CREP program redesign efforts, and 
· Allocating technical and administrative resources more effectively; and 
WHEREAS, state and local conservation partners have not received full access to disaggregated audit data, limiting their ability to respond proactively to trends and improve outcomes; and 
WHEREAS, data transparency strengthens accountability, supports adaptive management, and fosters collaboration among federal, state, and local partners; and 
WHEREAS, timely access to audit data will enable conservation districts and WSCC to contribute meaningfully to ongoing discussions regarding program reform and implementation improvements; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that WACD will send a letter the Washington State Conservation Districts collectively and respectfully requesting that the Farm Service Agency (FSA), in coordination with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Washington State Conservation Commission (WSCC), shall release the full results of the recent CREP audit to all Washington State conservation districts and to WSCC, including: 
1) County-level summaries of audit findings; 
2) Conservation district-specific summaries for each of Washington’s 45 districts; 
3) Watershed-level data, such as HUC-8 or an equivalent scale; 
4) Statewide summary tables that report: 
a) Total CREP acreage reviewed, 
b) Total acreage lost or removed from the program, and 
c) Primary causes of acreage loss (e.g., failed replanting, voluntary withdrawal, enforcement, land use change). 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Washington State Conservation Districts collectively and respectfully request that: 
· All data shall be released in accessible, machine-readable formats (e.g., Excel, CSV), with clear metadata and documentation to support interpretation and use at the local level; 
· Where feasible, data shall include contract identifiers or anonymized references to support district-level follow-up and planning for technical assistance; 
· The full audit dataset shall be released within 60 days of the adoption of this resolution to ensure that conservation districts and WSCC can: 
· Identify and respond to regional and ecological trends, 
· Improve the implementation of CREP practices, 
· Support transparent communications with landowners, 
· Participate in the ongoing redesign and improvement of the CREP program. 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Washington State Conservation Districts collectively and respectfully request that access to complete and localized audit data will empower conservation partners to make informed decisions, strengthen the conservation delivery system, and improve long-term outcomes for riparian restoration, habitat conservation, and water quality throughout Washington State. 



	IS THERE A WACD FINANCIAL IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? (Funding required, staff time, etc.) 
o NO
o YES (briefly explain to the best of your ability):






(Please complete the sections below if the proposed resolution is to be considered by NACD.)

	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:  
If this resolution is adopted by NACD and included in the NACD Policy book it must clearly and concisely, using active verbs, state the specific action(s) expected of NACD; must be based on fact, avoiding opinions and beliefs; the statement should make sense even without the background.  (THIS IS GENERALLY NOT WHERE A “WHEREAS” STATEMENT WOULD GO)






	SPONSOR(S) ACTIONS TO DATE: (What has been done to address the issue; which agencies and organizations have addressed it also.)





	IMPACT ON EXISTING NACD POLICY (if any): (Review NACD Policy Book for existing policies covering this issue.)






	IF APPROPRIATE, POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT ON NACD’s OR A FEDERAL AGENCY BUDGET:
(E.g., travel, training, equipment, etc.)





	MEETING AND DATE ADOPTED BY SPONSORING ENTITY: (E.g., WACD annual meeting date)





	AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE(S) AND TITLE(S): (Type name and Title)

WACD National Director (NACD board member)
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