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WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS



RESOLUTION 
	SHORT TITLE: 2021-14 Correcting Technological caused issues from 2020 WACD meeting


	SPONSOR CD: North Yakima Conservation District


	AREA: (NW  (SW  (NC  XSC  (NE  (SE


	RESOLUTION TYPE:

X Policy
( Position Statement
( Recognition

( Study


	RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies):
X WACD

( WSCC

( OTHER STATE AGENCY 

_________________________

( NRCS

( NACD

( NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER 
_________________________


	BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: The 2020 Annual Business Meeting took place using the internet and Zoom meeting format.   Many WACD Members holding rights to amend resolutions, discuss resolutions and to vote on resolutions were negatively impacted by internet connection issues.   The sole reliance on technology to be “heard” and “hear” during critical discussions, at times of amendments and during voting has caused disenfranchisement among WACD members.  Several Resolutions were moved forward while Members could not connect to the internet, could not communicate to propose amendments and could not vote on those resolutions.  The resolution process is at the heart of our purpose and function.   The 2020 resolution process and the use of technology clearly undermined the value of WACD to its members.   Technology can be valuable however its use as an equal replacement for “face to face” communication should never be adopted accepted or promoted.   Further WACD leadership should recognize critical resolutions and be prepared to conduct our business in a manner reflecting the importance of specific issues to the WACD body.  WACD should recognize that the reliance on technology has also systematically excluded many Members whose value has created, sustained and moved forward our great Association for generations.  It is questionable if several WACD 2020 resolutions would have been adopted if the true number of WACD members who wished to participate were not negatively impacted by technology issues during the Annual Meeting.



	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: WACD fully recognizes the short comings of technology and how its use can be exclusionary.   WACD recognize the value of all its members and make every effort to ensure that all members input is heard and not marginalize as it was in the 2020 WACD Annual Meeting.



	TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply):

( Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO substantive change(s) to the existing policy.

( Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box.

( New policy.


	IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY?

X NO
( YES (briefly explain):
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