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WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS


RESOLUTION 
	SHORT TITLE: 2021-06 Solar Panel Position Statement


	SPONSOR CD: South Central Area Association


	AREA: (NW  (SW  (NC  (SC  (NE  (SE


	RESOLUTION TYPE:

( Policy
( Position Statement
( Recognition

( Study


	RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies):
( WACD

( WSCC

( OTHER STATE AGENCY 

_________________________

( NRCS

( NACD

( NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER 
_________________________


	BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: Washington State is currently experiencing a surge in land conversion. At its foundation is the concept of “solar farms”. These solar farms are backed by large investment companies and investors. The State of Washington itself has legal mechanisms to bypass local review and comment period. 

The result is, and will continue the conversation of agricultural lands. In many cases, mitigation is allowed where WDFW acquires additional lands, thus taking more working lands out of production. 


	PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: That WACD develop a position statement by March 1st of 2022, to address the conversion, and the negative effect of mitigation, to working lands related to solar farms. 


	TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply):

( Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO substantive change(s) to the existing policy.

( Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box.

( New policy.


	IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY?

( NO
( YES (briefly explain):
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