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Five Things to Know
October 29, 2020

Annual conference info available at
https://wadistricts.org/conference

Remember to turn back your clocks
on Sunday, November 1

1. Now open: WACD annual conference registration
Registration is now open for WACD's 2020 statewide annual conference. As you'll see on the
annual conference web page, all you need to know about the conference will be provided there.
You'll also find that some parts of the conference page are not yet complete. We will continue to
add information over the next few weeks. There is enough there now to give you a good idea of
what is in store for attendees at our annual statewide gathering!

 

2. Reminder: Commission budget support letters
We encourage conservation districts to express support for the State Conservation Commission's
budget proposals as described in two fact sheets. We have a sample support letter available to help
you in drafting your own letter. Letters of support are best submitted before October 30 but support
at any time is helpful.

 

3. PMC: One positive COVID test, sales OK, fall planting
One person on the crew tested positive for COVID; she is in quarantine and no other folks have
tested positive. Total sales have increased from $760,000 to $787,000 and there are no new
cancellations to report. Fall seed planting continues. No Giant Asian Hornets have been located in
Skagit but folks are watching for them! Overall, activity at the PMC is increasing. See the full PMC
report below for more information.

 

4. Last call for WACD award nominations
Last week to nominate for WACD award applications! – You probably have a conservation
district supervisor, staff member, or district worthy of recognition! Consider nominating one of our
great folks from our conservation community for a WACD award. The WACD Annual Awards
Program is now available. Nominations are due to Lori McLaughlin by October 30th and winners will
be announced in coordination with the WACD annual conference.
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5. Save the date: several events in November
Some of this information is also available in the most recent District Digest from the Washington
State Conservation Commission!

 

November 9: WACD Board of Directors work session – The WACD Board of Directors will
meet on November 9 in a work session to discuss: legislative priorities, legislative communication
strategies, possible bylaws changes, and the Board's 2021 meeting schedule. We expect that
WACD's contract lobbyist will be present to assist the Board on the legislative topics. Please do
share your conservation district's legislative priorities with your Area Director.

 

November 16: WACD Board of Directors meeting – The WACD Board of Directors will meet
on November 16 to conduct regular Association business. This meeting would normally be held in
conjunction with the WACD Annual Conference but this year, we felt that we could provide more
value to conference registrants if we held the regular meeting early. Meeting information will be
announced on the Board of Directors Meetings page two weeks before the board meeting on
November 2nd, per WACD procedure. 

 

November 18: Plant sale roundtable – On November 18th, WACD will host a roundtable for
conservation districts who will be holding, or wish to hold, a plant sale. Jessica Oman (WACD PMC
Sales Manager) will facilitate a sharing session with conservation districts about delivering a plant
sale in the face of COVID restrictions. We'll open the Zoom line at 9:30 am and the roundtable will
begin at 10 am and last for an hour. 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84097521151?pwd=Nk9PNHMwK1hpam9oMGVYWWFpNHVHdz09

Meeting ID: 840 9752 1151# | Passcode: 045250#

Dial by your location: +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

November 21: CD elections web meeting – The conversation about CD elections continues on
Saturday, November 21 from 9 am to noon. The meeting objective is to collect CD input on options
for potential changes to CD elections. Participation by CD supervisors and staff will ensure that
Commission members hear from you. Your input will be shared with Conservation Commission
members to help inform their discussion and potential action on CD elections at their public meeting
on December 3, 2020. 

 
View the agenda

Register for this Zoom meeting

Executive Corner
Dear weblinx,

 

We are a month away from the WACD 2020 Annual Conference and the time is going very quickly
for WACD staff. In a normal year, ramping up for the annual conference consumes a lot of time.
This year, we've had many new challenges to overcome in planning our first-ever wholly remote
annual conference. Even though we'd like to do even more, it feels like we're doing as well as we
can. You should find the annual conference to be informative, fulfilling, and enjoyable this year. We
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are always happy to hear your suggestions!

Just like we have been pivoting quickly to find ways to present a virtual conference this year, so too
will our work with legislators require some different approaches. This week, I was reminded of how
challenging it will be to build relationships with legislators and to meet with them when all such
contacts are likely to be by telephone or video conference. The legislative session coming up in
January will be one of our most challenging sessions ever and we will definitely be calling on
conservation districts to help advance their interests.

Renewing or creating relationships with legislators should start now. This is a perfect time to reach
out to your legislators to let them know who you are and what you do. It's a small thing that means
a lot. It's timely now because their time is not yet completely consumed by the legislative session.
This is the time to build stronger relationships with them as we know we will need their support in
just a few short months.

 

“In many ways, effective communication begins with mutual respect, communication that inspires,
and encourages others to do their best.” – Zig Ziglar

Do reach out to your legislators. They will let you know how they wish to interact. Share your
conservation message and credo with them. Tell a story. Provide testimonials. Link them to reports
or videos you have produced. 

 

“Storytellers, by the very act of telling, communicate a radical learning that changes lives and the
world: telling stories is a universally accessible means through which people make meaning.” –
Chris Cavanaugh

What we do cuts across all of the political differences we have. Polluted water affects everyone.
Salmon recovery is an ever-present concern. As we saw with wildfires this year, bad air quality
impacts people situated far away from active fires. Food systems were caught by surprise by
COVID, and many of us are crossing our fingers that a fall/winter resurgence of COVID doesn't
create the scarcity issues we saw earlier this year. 

 

“The single biggest problem in communication is the illusion that it has taken place.” – George
Bernard Shaw
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Conservation districts have interests in all of these issues and more. Your legislator deserves to
know what is important to your district and what you are doing. The information you provide can
help them better represent the interests of their constituents, many of whom are also your
constituents. You can't know that they know of your great work until you share it with them.

 

“The way we communicate with others and with ourselves ultimately determines the quality of
our lives.” – Tony Robbins

The upcoming legislative session will feature intense competition for limited financial resources. You
can help yourself and all of our Washington State conservation districts by making sure that your
legislators know who you are, why you exist, and what you are doing. Tell your story. Build that
connection. Make your legislators part of your successful conservation district team!

 

Yours in conservation, 

Tom Salzer, Executive Director
exec@wadistricts.org

More from the WACD Plant Materials Center...
COVID-19 Update – The big thing to report is that one person on the crew has tested positive for
COVID-19. She is in quarantine for 10 days after which she will be retested to determine if she is
cleared to return to work. She has been doing fine with only limited symptoms. Her husband also
works at the PMC and he has tested negative. He is also in quarantine and we will require a
negative test after quarantine before returning. Everyone else here continues to feel healthy and we
are hopeful that this continues. It is a reminder of the importance in practicing the recommend
safeguards. It is also a reminder that running the harvest with a crew of 20 for four months with
more and more cases of COVID showing up is going to be a challenge. We will continue to follow
sanitation, personal distancing, and other regulations. We will also start taking temperatures.
Hopefully we can stay on top of this, protect our people, and not have production affected too
much.

 

Sales – Since last week’s update sales increased from $760,000 to $787,000 so not a big sales
week, but at least we do not have any new cancellations to report. Our current sales figure is down
from this time last year by $35,750 which is a number we can catch up to. (It should be noted that
sales of $787,000 exceeds a similar time 2 years ago when they were $695,500.) Whether or not
we do remains to be seen. It is likely that the progression of COVID will dictate our sales
performance. All indications are that it will continue to spike so nothing is certain at this point. One
reminder is that on November 18 we will hold a Zoom meeting roundtable for conservation district
plant sale staff to discuss planning and how to conduct plant sales in the time of COVID. Let us
know if you would like to participate. 

 

Fall Seed Planting Continues – Fall seed planting still continues. Seeds for some of the species
that are fall sown are still maturing, being collected, and processed. Finding decent weather,
prepping ground, and getting them planted is challenging this time of year. One of the attached
photos show what a recently planted seedbed looks like when done with a seed drill. The other
shows a less efficient method: planting the seeds by hand. We have to do that when the seeds are
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too big or too oddly shaped to go through the drill. The photo shows Oregon Ash seed being
planted. The wing on the seed is a part of the seed coat and dewinging the seed would kill it.
Incense Cedar is the same. Most other species with winged seeds are dewinged so they can be
planted using the seed drill. As a matter of fact, the seed and soil conditions are adequate for
planting today so this report might be a little short. After today's planting is done there will still be
another round later when the rest of the seed we need is received.
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Giant Asian Hornet – Many have probably already heard that there is an invasive hornet that was
spotted in Whatcom County. The Giant Asian Hornet poses a threat to bee hives as well as to
human health and safety. WSDA started a citizen-based trapping program this summer and the PMC
participated, along with many others throughout the region. The trapping season ended this week
and we are happy to report no sightings in Skagit County. We plan to do this again next summer.

 

Life Goes On – Activity at the PMC is on the upswing. Finishing seed collections and fall sowing
are as urgent as ever, as well as preparing the facility for winter. We are processing and shipping
live stakes and getting ready to start lifting bare root seedlings in another month. Between now and
then the processing line and lunch room needs to be modified to meet personal distancing
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requirements so that we can safely bring in and start working the harvest crew. Barring new and
difficult-to-implement COVID regulations or a labor shortage we should be ready in time.

Give the gift of Envirothon!
From our friends at the Washington Conservation Society: We ask you to consider
designating the Washington Conservation Society as your AmazonSmile charity. Donations created
from purchases made October 1, 2020 thru January 31, 2021 will go toward supporting the
Washington State Envirothon. Recent budget cuts, COVID19, and other challenges have put the
amazing Envirothon education program at risk. Please join WCS in supporting this wonderful and
worthwhile program by giving the gift of the Envirothon for Christmas!

More from the WACD Executive Office...
Area association meetings completed – We made it! All six area association meetings have
been held. A total of 13 resolutions were adopted by area association voters and 12 resolutions are
advancing to the WACD annual conference. We have the resolutions posted on the Members page
(password: *password removed*) and on the Annual Conference page, in both cases under the
Resolutions tab.

 

Help us with our history of WACD presidents – We continue to add content to the WACD
Members page (password *password removed*). Most recently, we've added a history of WACD
presidents since 1942 (Members page under the History tab) but we could use your help connecting
names to conservation districts. Please let us know where we can fill in some gaps. Remembering
those who came before us honors their contributions and helps us to remember we are part of a
much larger community that exists in support of conservation districts and the people they serve.

Links to what we are reading
Below are links to interesting items we are reading. Disclaimer: inclusion of these links in this
newsletter do not imply official WACD support or endorsement of particular positions or information.
Some news sources may be behind paywalls. 

 

Remember: Daylight Saving Time to 'fall back' this Sunday
 

Conservation Community
 

Podcasts! Palouse Pulse Podcast | Palouse CD AND Rocks to Roots Podcast | Spokane CD

New Rule Makes Enhancements to Environmental Quality Incentives Program | NRCS

NACD Announces Launch of District Grants Application Period | NACD AND NACD announces
launch of district grants application period | hpj.com

National Conservation Foundation announces new logo and fall fundraising campaign

Call for Nominations: Olin Sims Conservation Leadership Award (due by October 23)

Job: Clark CD Seeks Livestock Conservation Planner

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-1443800
https://waenvirothon.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-1443800
https://wadistricts.org/our-area-associations?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5-things-to-know-20201029
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https://wadistricts.org/members?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5-things-to-know-20201029
https://wadistricts.org/members?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5-things-to-know-20201029#for-members-tab-7
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=support@wadistricts.freshdesk.com&su=feedback
https://www.kxly.com/daylight-saving-time-to-fall-back-this-sunday/
https://www.palousecd.org/palouse-pulse-podcast
https://www.rockstoroots.org/listen/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1678017
https://www.nacdnet.org/newsroom/nacd-announces-launch-of-district-grants-application-period/
https://www.hpj.com/ag/_news/nacd-announces-launch-of-district-grants-application-period/article/_8ab3c11c-0f10-11eb-9cd0-7fa6aaf09d41.html
https://www.nacdnet.org/2020/10/01/national-conservation-foundation-launches-fall-campaign-unveils-new-logo/
https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=45699
https://wadistricts.org/2020/10/20/clark-cd-seeks-livestock-conservation-planner?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5-things-to-know-20201029
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Job: Skagit CD Seeks ACEP Liaison Project Position

Job: Thurston CD Seeks Habitat Specialist

Job: Jefferson County CD Seeks District Manager

Job: Research and Monitoring Specialist | Palouse CD

Job: Area Foresters, Puget Sound region AND Job: Area Forester and Forest Stewardship
Program Coordinator

Job: Riparian Habitat Stewardship Coordinator, King Conservation District (Renton, WA)

Agriculture / Food

Pandemic Relief Grants Available to Help Small Meat Processors | WSDA

Washington to supply federal money to meat processors | Livestock | capitalpress.com

Government grant seeks to help small-scale meat processors | AP News

Review: Why small farms need a reordering of our society | AP News

Climate / Weather
 

How La Niña will impact winter in the US | king5.com

Conservation (not conservation districts)
 

SoDo's Duwamish River Is Visibly Healing | Seattle Met

Trump officials end gray wolf protections across most of U.S. | The Spokesman-Review

Feds announce final rule to delist wolves in Lower 48 states | capitalpress.com

COVID / Health
 

Washington DOH: We need to act now to get COVID under control for holidays | My
Northwest

Health officials urge taking steps to slow COVID’s spread | The Olympian

Officials: COVID-19 activity intensifying in Washington | king5.com

COVID-19 research and reports (Washington) | INFOHUB

Virus experts don't anticipate COVID-19 vaccine for general public until summer 2021 |
KOMO

Many King County employees will work remotely until at least July | king5.com

King County employees ordered to work from home through July 5, 2021 | KOMO

Fire 
 

Harvesting Trees in the Right Place at the Right Time | USDA

Washington DNR releases plan aimed at curbing number, intensity of wildfires | king5.com

As wildfires explode in the West, Forest Service can’t afford prevention efforts |
Columbian.com

https://wadistricts.org/2020/10/07/skagit-cd-seeks-acep-liaison-project-position?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5-things-to-know-20201029
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https://wadistricts.org/2020/10/02/jefferson-county-cd-seeks-district-manager?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5-things-to-know-20201029
https://www.palousecd.org/employment
https://wadistricts.org/2020/09/12/puget-sound-conservation-districts-to-fill-three-forest-stewardship-program-coordinator-positions?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5-things-to-know-20201029
https://wadistricts.org/2020/10/03/area-forester-and-forest-stewardship-program-coordinator?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5-things-to-know-20201029
http://blogs.evergreen.edu/mesweekly/2020/08/13/job-riparian-habitat-stewardship-coordinator-king-conservation-district-renton-wa/
https://agr.wa.gov/about-wsda/news-and-media-relations/news-releases?article=31890
https://www.capitalpress.com/ag/_sectors/livestock/washington-to-supply-federal-money-to-meat-processors/article/_026b22c0-1882-11eb-8ab9-bfb5891cef8d.html
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-mount-vernon-agriculture-washington-government-grants-433aef51190d57b7d95a153f2f7c89fe
https://apnews.com/article/agriculture-climate-change-book-reviews-06d9f864082d4a27591f814968579e02
https://www.king5.com/article/weather/accuweather/forecast-how-la-nia-will-impact-winter-in-the-us/507-7c06981f-9766-4de6-9310-a6622ff449f1
https://www.seattlemet.com/news-and-city-life/2020/10/sodo-s-duwamish-river-is-visibly-healing-seattle
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/oct/29/trump-officials-end-gray-wolf-protections-across-m/
https://www.capitalpress.com/ag/_sectors/livestock/feds-announce-final-rule-to-delist-wolves-in-lower-48-states/article/_105885c2-1a02-11eb-ac42-97ef42c7f85e.html
https://mynorthwest.com/2266757/washington-doh-covid-holidays/
https://www.theolympian.com/news/coronavirus/article246790122.html
https://www.king5.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/covid-19-activity-intensifying-in-washington-state/281-58622596-9619-4750-aaed-72b016d37d1f
https://covid.idmod.org/#/ResearchandReports
https://komonews.com/news/local/virus-experts-dont-anticipate-covid-19-vaccine-for-general-public-until-summer2021
https://www.king5.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/king-county-remote-work-july-2021/281-4907c6f2-e8e7-444e-a142-1daa351199c7
https://komonews.com/news/local/king-county-employees-ordered-to-work-from-home-through-july-5-2021
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2020/10/23/harvesting-trees-right-place-right-time
https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/wildfire/washington-dnr-releases-plan-aimed-at-curbing-number-intensity-of-wildfires/281-b49aa547-ab6c-4b22-801f-1c788369e7db
https://www.columbian.com/news/2020/oct/26/as-wildfires-explode-in-the-west-forest-service-cant-afford-prevention-efforts/
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Forests / Forestry

Online Coached Planning SW WA – Winter 2021 | Extension Forestry | Washington State
University

Forest management is one tool for combatting climate change in Eastern Oregon |
capitalpress.com

DNR Releases Forest Action Plan, Setting the Course for Washington’s Forests |
ifiberonenewsradio.com

DNR highlights part of Whatcom County in forest plan | 1170 KPUG-AM

Better forest management seen as way to sequester more carbon dioxide | capitalpress.com

Invasives
 

'The whole thing was just wild': Search for more 'Murder Hornet' nests begin | KOMO

Two 'murder hornet' queens captured from tree in Blaine | KOMO

Crews vacuum 'murder hornets' out of Washington nest | AP News

Management / Leadership
 

What Is Job Fit and Why Does It Matter? | Psychology Today

A Simple Trick That Can Transform All of Your Relationships | Psychology Today

The Emotional Strength of Introverts During the Pandemic | Psychology Today

How problem-solving styles affect team togetherness | Management Issues

The Power of "Both-And" Thinking | Psychology Today

Civic Literacy and Effective Public Administration | PA TIMES Online

Water
 
Washington reservoirs doing well; good snowpack expected | capitalpress.com
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