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Five Things to Know
October 15, 2020

1. Area meetings are underway!
The North Central Area Association held their annual meeting on Tuesday and the Southwest Area
Association held their annual meeting on Thursday. Three resolutions were adopted. Resolutions
adopted by Area Associations are being posted to the For Members page on the WACD website,
under the Resolutions tab.

 

Speaking of the For Members page, creating a members-only page on the WACD website appears
to have been a good idea. Our most popular web page over the past week has been the For
Members page. Please be sure to share the https://wadistricts.org/members and password
(WACD1942) with your peers...and watch that space for more information!

 

2. Make your voice count
Please participate in the NACD DEI survey! – As of October 12th, only 12 responses to NACD's
short survey have been received from across the entire country. Every individual in a conservation
district may participate. This is a great opportunity to share your perspective and ideas with NACD.
(Background: During the National Association of Conservation Districts’s 2020 Summer Board
Meeting, the NACD Board of Directors took up, voted on, and approved a formal statement on
diversity, equity and inclusion. The statement included creation of a task force to provide
recommendations back to the board on DEI issues for NACD and the 3,000 conservation districts
represented by NACD. NACD’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Task Force began work earlier this fall
and needs feedback from conservation districts.) The NACD survey will take about five minutes to
complete; find it at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZYGNSWD. This survey will remain open until
October 23.

 

Should WDFW be added to the Commission? – Do you think that the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife should have a voting seat on the Washington State Conservation Commission?
This topic surfaced recently in the Capital Press: WDFW seeks seat on board overseeing
conservation districts. The Commission has a survey out to collect the opinions from our
conservation district community. Read more about it and then take the survey. The deadline for
your input is October 30.

 

To date, no WACD award applications have been received! – The State Conservation
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Commission is announcing their awards at area association meetings. You might have a
conservation district supervisor, staff member, or district that has been recognized. Consider
nominating one of our great folks from our conservation community for a WACD award. The WACD
Annual Awards Program is now available. Nominations are due to Lori McLaughlin by October 30th
and winners will be announced in coordination with the WACD annual conference.

 

3. PMC sales recovered but now some cancellations
The last sales report from 9/23/20 showed that WACD Plant Materials Center sales were $716,933,
which had caught up to where they were last year. Since then there have been some cancellations,
largely due to concerns about COVID-19. As of 10/13/20 sales stood at $704,337 so there was a
$12,600 decrease from 9/23. That represents a 15% decrease in sales from the same time last year
which was $822,741. Sales are above what they were at this time in 2018 which were $695,561.
The PMC continues to work on marketing with the goal of increasing sales to at least comparable to
the levels achieved last year. 

 

4. WACD Board to meet November 16
The WACD Board of Directors will meet on November 16 to conduct regular Association business.
This meeting would normally be held in conjunction with the WACD Annual Conference but this
year, we felt that we could provide more value to conference registrants if we held the regular
meeting early. Meeting information will be announced on the Board of Directors Meetings page two
weeks before the board meeting on November 2nd, per WACD procedure. 

 

5. Reminder: Please support WSCC budget packages
Three weeks ago, the Conservation Commission released fact sheets on the operating budget and
the capital budget. We encourage conservation districts to express support for those budget
proposals. To that end, we have a sample support letter available to help you in drafting your own
letter. Letters of support should be submitted before October 30.

Four one-pagers for Area Association Meetings
We have four one-page briefs for review before you attend your Area Association meeting:

 
1--2020--Progress report on strategic plan development

2--2020--Progress report on Finance Committee recommendations

3--2020--Non-voting membership class

4--2020--WACD Term of Office

Please do reach out to Ryan or me if you have questions about any of these items.

Area Association Meetings in October
As is the case every year, fall is a busy time for WACD, members, and partners!

 
Completed: October 7: Northwest Area Association work session
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Completed: October 13: North-Central Area Association

Completed: October 15: Southwest Area Association

October 20: Northeast Area Association

October 21: Northwest Area Association

October 28: Southeast Area Association

October 29: South Central Area Association

Executive Corner
Dear weblinx,

 

I'll keep my column shorter than usual this week for two reasons: (1) last week's column was
awfully long, and (2) we know everyone is busy with conservation district board meetings, area
meetings, and more.

 

WACD dues
Last week's column about WACD dues was a demonstration of my commitment to operate
transparently and the feedback we received was...nothing. Nada. Zip. Zilch. Zero. Your feedback is
vitally important to how your Association functions. Just as important, we appreciate hearing from
you. Please let us know if we're on the right track!

 

Area association meetings
One of the saddest moments for me this year was realizing that we would not be able to visit in
person at area association meetings. I was really looking forward to that time together.
Nevertheless, I am very happy to be able to attend area meetings, even if it is from my basement
"troll hole" through a computer screen. Something is better than nothing!

 

The first two area meetings were held this week and went very well. One resolution was adopted at
the North-Central Area Association meeting. You can find it on on the Members page (password
WACD1942) under the Resolutions tab. The Southwest Area Association adopted two resolutions
which we posted just moments ago.

 

Slack is about connecting and sharing
Especially useful for conservation districts is the Washington Conservation Society Slack account. As
we head into a busy winter season, it is important that we stay in touch and share knowledge.
Slack is one way to help us do that. Any member of the WCS Slack account can invite you to join,
or shoot me an email so I can get you added. We don't want anyone to miss out on connecting
with, helping, and learning from each other!

 

Help your peers get the 5 Things newsletter
We do want to share information with members. We do want all members to know what their
Association is doing. Unfortunately, many folks have not yet subscribed to the 5 Things newsletter.

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=support@wadistricts.freshdesk.com&su=feedback
https://wadistricts.org/members?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5-things-to-know-20201015
https://washingtoncon-fyi9608.slack.com/
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=exec@wadistricts.org


2/18/22, 3:20 PM Five Things to Know - WACD: October 15, 2020

https://hub.wadistricts.org/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=WzIzLCI0MjUxMWExZmY2NjAiLDYsIjYxNDY2YSIsMjIsM… 4/9

If you know of peers who need the information we provide, please ask them to subscribe. The more
people "in the know" and communicating, the stronger the Association becomes. It's easy to
subscribe: just hit the Subscribe tab on the WACD website! (By the way, we also maintain an
archive of prior 5 Things newsletters on the Members page. This is useful if you are someone who
doesn't want to subscribe, because as soon as we publish the weekly newsletter, it becomes
available on the Members page!)

 

That's all for now. We're busy. You're busy. Even though we are all busy, it's important to pause to
recognize that we are all focused on serving our respective communities. The persistent care and
commitment you show to your community is part of what makes our conservation district system so
special and so effective. It is an honor to be part of your conservation world!

 

Tom Salzer, Executive Director
exec@wadistricts.org

For Christmas, give the gift of Envirothon!
From our friends at the Washington Conservation Society: We ask you to consider designating the
Washington Conservation Society as your AmazonSmile charity. Donations created from purchases
made October 1, 2020 thru January 31, 2021 will go toward supporting the Washington State
Envirothon. Recent budget cuts, COVID19, and other challenges have put the amazing Envirothon
education program at risk. Please join WCS in supporting this wonderful and worthwhile program by
giving the gift of the Envirothon for Christmas!

More from the WACD Plant Materials Center...
COVID-19 Update – Skagit County is still in in phase 2 and all employees remain healthy. There
have been 13 new cases in the county since Tuesday which makes going to phase 3 anytime soon
unlikely. It also makes it likely that the current workplace regulations around COVID will need to be
maintained and possibly enhanced. The PMC is continuing to adapt. There are new procedures for
customers picking-up plants here, including not coming into the office and receiving the order in
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front of the packing shed from staff wearing appropriate personal protective equipment. Customers
will also not sign our copy of their pick slip.

 

Asian Giant Hornet – Over the course of this summer and fall the PMC has been participating in
setting and maintaining traps for the potentially invasive Asian Giant Hornet. It has been seen in SW
British Columbia and Whatcom County. It is considered an invasive threat to honey bee hives as
well as to the health and safety of those living in affected areas. The trapping season is coming to
an end and no hornets were spotted in Skagit County. There have been a few new reports of
hornets being trapped in Whatcom County this summer but finding the nests they come from
remains elusive. Hopefully theses nests will be found and eliminated before these invasive insects
spread. The PMC will continue trapping next summer. 

 

Willow Harvest Continues – The only plants the PMC harvests and ships this time of year are
live stakes, particularly the Willow live stakes. A six-person crew has been brought in to process the
cuttings. Demand for live stakes this time of year is down from recent years so it is not a problem
keeping up with demand. If there are not any more requests for more stakes the crew will be done
in about a week and laid off until more stakes are needed or the bare root harvest starts.

 

Life Goes On – By looking at the day length and weather it is obvious that fall is here. That is not
so obvious by looking at the seedlings in the fields here. They are still pretty green and some
continue to put on additional growth which is typical. The attached photos show a few things that
need to shut down some more, including Western Red Cedar, Western Hemlock and Douglas Fir.

More from the WACD Executive Office...
Advocacy and legislative priorities – WACD will be holding a legislative priorities work session
in November. When exactly will this be? That date is about to be set so stay tuned for more in the
very near future. 

 

Meanwhile, please do share your conservation district's legislative priorities with your Area Director.
Your input will help inform the WACD Board as it works on legislative priorities for the upcoming
legislative cycle. We'll bring the intermediate results of that work to the WACD annual conference so
that resolutions and additional discussion can help to further refine WACD's legislative priorities.

 

We will be watching the November 3rd election returns very carefully! While WACD and our
members are grappling with legislative priorities, the Governor will be evaluating what to include in
his proposed budget that comes out in December. Once we see the outcomes of November
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elections, and hear your ideas on legislative priorities, and review the Governor's proposed budget,
we'll have a better idea of what might be in store for conservation districts in the upcoming
legislative session.

Links to what we are reading
Below are links to interesting items we are reading. Disclaimer: inclusion of these links in this
newsletter do not imply official WACD support or endorsement of particular positions or information.
Some news sources may be behind paywalls. 

 

One website we ran across is very simple but oh so useful for the local community: the Ferry
County View. It is deceptively basic and simple, but these characteristics are exactly what make it
so easy to use. There's a lesson there that we've all heard before: keep it simple!

 

Conservation Community
 

USDA Updates RCPP Announcement to Clarify Forestry Eligibility - Proposal deadline for the
Regional Conservation Partnership Program extended to November 30 | NRCS

Wildfire Recovery Assistance | NRCS

Conservation Stewardship Program news release | NRCS

Rule Change Helps Producers Implement More Conservation Activities | NRCS

National Conservation Foundation announces new logo and fall fundraising campaign

Call for Nominations: Olin Sims Conservation Leadership Award (due by October 23)

Job: Skagit CD Seeks ACEP Liaison Project Position

Job: Thurston CD Seeks Habitat Specialist

Job: Jefferson County CD Seeks District Manager

Job: Employment Opportunities: Finance Specialist | Palouse CD

Job: Area Foresters, Puget Sound region AND

Job: Area Forester and Forest Stewardship Program Coordinator

Job: Position Opening: Engineer-In-Training, Snohomish CD

Job: Riparian Habitat Stewardship Coordinator, King Conservation District (Renton, WA)

Agriculture / Food

Small farmers frustrated by conservation program rule change | capitalpress.com

What the pandemic has done to WA’s flagship shellfish industry | Crosscut

WSDA predicts COVID-driven demand on food banks will last years | capitalpress.com

New matchmaking service connects landowners with grazers | capitalpress.com (The thrust
of this article is about reducing fire risk by grazing down fuels)

Budget / Economy
 

http://ferrycountyview.com/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1670816
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WASCC/bulletins/2a5d5f4
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1666438
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1666438
https://www.nacdnet.org/2020/10/01/national-conservation-foundation-launches-fall-campaign-unveils-new-logo/
https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=45699
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https://www.capitalpress.com/ag/_sectors/smallfarm/small-farmers-frustrated-by-conservation-program-rule-change/article/_76006122-0e42-11eb-b7eb-cf4abefb1b1e.html
https://crosscut.com/environment/2020/10/what-pandemic-has-done-was-flagship-shellfish-industry
https://www.capitalpress.com/state/washington/wsda-predicts-covid-driven-demand-on-food-banks-will-last-years/article_0998c150-0997-11eb-b93a-278a5d4922b5.html
https://www.capitalpress.com/ag/_sectors/livestock/new-matchmaking-service-connects-landowners-with-grazers/article/_04530b90-0da4-11eb-8e7f-efd4c1e92b58.html
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Washington State Supreme Court strikes down $30 car tabs Thursday | My Northwest and
Washington Supreme Court says $30 tab initiative unconstitutional | The Spokesman-Review
and Washington State Supreme Court rules in car tabs case | The Olympian

Washington State Economic and Revenue Forecast, September 2020 (PDF) | Economic and
Revenue Forecast Council (and as we were about to go to press, the October 2020 forecast
was published)

Spokane County faces $11 million shortfall in 2021 budget | The Spokesman-Review

Wells Fargo is still in turmoil | CNN (Speaks to the concern about the potential for negative
interest rates, which could mean paying banks to keep your money for you)

Some States See Better Than Expected Revenues, But Budget Outlook Is Still Tough | Route
Fifty

Climate
 

Drought stirs fears of Dust Bowl in parts of Central Oregon | capitalpress.com

Natural Solutions Can Ease the Effects of Climate Change | Psychology Today

COVID / Pandemic
 

SitRep 18: COVID-19 transmission across Washington State, October 12 (PDF)

Five counties move off Phase 1 as Spokane records 8,000 COVID-19 cases | The Spokesman-
Review

Yakima Is Now Officially In Phase 2! | 929thebull.com

July is the new January: More companies delay return to the office | The Pacific Northwest
Inlander

Washington State Dashboards
Economic Recovery Dashboard | Washington State Department of Commerce
COVID-19 in Washington Dashboard | Washington Department of Health

Diversity / Equity / Inclusion
These resources will also be added to the For Members page of the WACD website.

 
Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion | Nonprofit Learning Lab

Why Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Matter for Nonprofits | National Council of Nonprofits

Diversity, Inclusion, & Equity | BoardSource

Resources | Center for Nonprofit Excellence

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Toolkit | Charities Review Council (Note: this is a paid
subscription product.)

Fire 
 

Team examines forest dangers from Big Hollow Fire | Columbian.com

Urban wildfire: When homes are the fuel for a runaway blaze, how do you rebuild a safer
community? | Columbian.com

Washington State Emergency Operations Center Dashboard (this is an online ArcGIS map
system)

https://mynorthwest.com/2233450/washington-supreme-court-30-dollar-car-tabs-ruling/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/oct/14/washington-supreme-court-says-30-tab-initiative-un/
https://www.theolympian.com/news/politics-government/article246467045.html
https://erfc.wa.gov/sites/default/files/public/documents/publications/sep20pub.pdf
https://erfc.wa.gov/sites/default/files/public/documents/publications/oct20.pdf
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/oct/13/spokane-county-faces-11-million-shortfall-in-2021-/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/10/14/business/wells-fargo-bank-earnings/index.html
https://www.route-fifty.com/finance/2020/10/state-budgets-revenue-forecast-taxes-covid-federal-aid/169173/
https://www.capitalpress.com/ag/_sectors/water/drought-stirs-fears-of-dust-bowl-in-parts-of-central-oregon/article/_fe387320-577c-5083-91de-2832c98c39f2.html
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/evidence-based-living/202010/natural-solutions-can-ease-the-effects-climate-change
https://covid.idmod.org/data/WA_Situation_Report_18_COVID-19_transmission_across_Washington_State.pdf
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/oct/13/five-counties-move-off-phase-1-as-spokane-records-/
https://929thebull.com/yakima-is-now-officially-in-phase-2/
https://www.inlander.com/spokane/july-is-the-new-january-more-companies-delay-return-to-the-office/Content?oid=20443948
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/datadashboard/
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard#dashboard
https://wadistricts.org/members?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5-things-to-know-20201015
https://www.nonprofitlearninglab.org/dei
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/tools-resources/why-diversity-equity-and-inclusion-matter-nonprofits
https://boardsource.org/research-critical-issues/diversity-equity-inclusion/
https://www.thecne.org/justice-and-equity/resources/
https://smartgivers.org/nonprofits/diversity-equity-inclusion-toolkit/
https://login.smartgivers.org/products
https://www.columbian.com/news/2020/oct/09/team-examines-forest-dangers-from-big-hollow-fire/
https://www.columbian.com/news/2020/oct/12/urban-wildfire-when-homes-are-the-fuel-for-a-runaway-blaze-how-do-you-rebuild-a-safer-community/
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=84b17c2a2af8487f97a244b6126834c2
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Goats are munching this highly flammable grass to prevent wildfires near Lake Tahoe | SF
Gate

Health / COVID
 

Anxiety doesn't have to be the new normal. Read on for surprisingly easy ways to find a little
bit of calm. | The Pacific Northwest Inlander

Our New Age of Anxiety | Psychology Today

56% of Americans Say They’re Happier in Autumn Than Any Other Season: Here’s The Top
20 Reasons | Good News Network

Invasives
 

Washington officials tracked a live Asian giant hornet, then they lost it | The Spokesman-
Review

Feisty Asian giant hornet escapes into the woods | capitalpress.com

Washington state again fails to live-track murder hornet | KOMO

State tracks live Asian giant hornet, getting closer to finding first nest | My Northwest

Management / Leadership
 

Managing remote teams: Communication channels | Office of the Washington State Auditor

3 Ways to Avoid Them-and-Us Thinking This Election Season | Psychology Today

Reinventing Leadership Development for Government Leaders | PA TIMES Online

The future of work goes beyond work from home | The Washington Post

Salmon / Orca / Fish Recovery
 

Navy at odds with WA over training impacts on orcas | The Olympian

4 Northwest governors agree to work together on Columbia salmon | The Olympian

Agencies and Tribes work to restore populations of white sturgeon | Okanogan Valley
Gazette-Tribune

Soil
 

Soil Health ‘Bundled Benefits’ are Getting More Attention | No-Till Farmer

The Heart of Soil: The Importance of Soil Health Principles | NRCS Wisconsin

Technology / Cyber
 

Has your government experienced a cybersecurity issue? Here is when and how to report |
Office of the Washington State Auditor

Emotet Malware | CERT CISA

The most common malicious email attachments infecting Windows | Bleeping Computer

Almost like being there: Making the most of virtual conferences | Reuters

Water
 

https://www.sfgate.com/pets/article/Goats-help-prevent-wildfires-east-of-Lake-Tahoe-15644237.php
https://www.inlander.com/spokane/anxiety-doesnt-have-to-be-the-new-normal-read-on-for-surprisingly-easy-ways-to-find-a-little-bit-of-calm/Content?oid=20406728
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-art-living-free/202010/our-new-age-anxiety
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/americans-describe-best-things-about-autumn/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/oct/12/washington-officials-tracked-a-live-asian-giant-ho/
https://www.capitalpress.com/state/washington/feisty-asian-giant-hornet-escapes-into-the-woods/article_2b76f27a-0cbb-11eb-a4fe-3b7383802047.html
https://komonews.com/news/local/washington-state-again-fails-to-live-track-murder-hornet-10-12-2020
https://mynorthwest.com/2229363/asian-giant-hornet-tracking/
https://sao.wa.gov/managing-remote-teams-communication-channels/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/darwins-subterranean-world/202010/3-ways-avoid-them-and-us-thinking-election-season
https://patimes.org/reinventing-leadership-development-for-government-leaders/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/09/09/future-of-work-pandemic/?arc404=true
https://www.theolympian.com/news/local/military/article246273470.html
https://www.theolympian.com/news/state/washington/article246247210.html
https://www.gazette-tribune.com/news/agencies-and-tribes-work-to-restore-populations-of-white-sturgeon/80899/
https://www.no-tillfarmer.com/blogs/1-covering-no-till/post/10045-soil-health-bundled-benefits-are-getting-more-attention
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wi/newsroom/features/?cid=nrcseprd1648423
https://sao.wa.gov/has-your-government-experienced-a-cybersecurity-issue-here-is-when-and-how-to-report/
https://us-cert.cisa.gov/ncas/alerts/aa20-280a
https://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/security/the-most-common-malicious-email-attachments-infecting-windows/
https://www.reuters.com/article/world-work-virtualconferences/almost-like-being-there-making-the-most-of-virtual-conferences-idUSL1N2H30MS
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Mayor, ag leaders agree on best way to work through Whatcom County's water issues | 790
KGMI

Environmental And Energy Industry Groups Commit To Working Together On (Some) Hydro
Projects | Northwest Public Broadcasting
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